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Quere. Hath the Mafachu/etts government been an indepen- 
dent itate from the beginning ? Or hath it become an inde- 
pendent ftate at fome fubfequent period ? If the latter—— 
When ? Bos SHortT. 


E have already obferved that a new charter was purchas 

fed of King Charles I. in the beginning of his reign by 

the New-England Company ; the conditions of thefe new grants 
not being very ftrictly complied with, a guo warranto was iffued 
againft the Governor and Company of this colony, and in 1638 
judgmeat was given for the King to feize faid colony into his 
hands, but the wars and tumults then fucceeding in Great-Bri- 
tain, prevented this judgment from being executed. Dr. Doug 
gla/s, when foeaking of this tranfaction, very juitly obferves, ‘* The 
“* colonies ought to be very circum{pe& in giving offence to their 
«© Mother-Country, as the vacating of charter and proprietary 
‘* governments is not the ultimate chaftifement that may be 
€* inflicted on delinquent colonies, the Parliament of Great-Bri- 
‘* tain may abridge them of many valuable privileges which they at 
*« prefent enjoy.” It is not very difficult to determine what would 
have been the fate of New-England, had not the national troubles 
fo fuddenly enfued, which difperfed the ftorm then ready to burit 
upon this infant fettlement. CRoMweLt, by fome {tiled the 
deliverer, by others the fcourge of the nation moft certainly pre- 
vented the ruin of the Maffachufetts colony ; from the com- 
mencement of the civil wars in England, and during the protece 
torat¢ 
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torate to the refloration of King Charles IT. was a period fayour- 
able to the growth of this colony; for 20 years, as Mr. Hutch:njon 
obferves, they wore the appearance of an independent republick ; 
the protectorfhip was aliene to their charter, not being within the 
realmofEngland,they contidered themfelves asnot ftrictly amenable 
to the jurifdiction of her novel government 3 yet neverthelefs as 
they were equally flaves to the fortune of the conqueror with the 
reft of the ftate, they ftrenuoufly follicited his favour and 
patronage during his ufurpation. The government or corpo- 
ration in their addrefies to the Parliament and afterwards to 
“CROMWELL, acknowledged their fubjection to them, as Proteéfors 
of their growing <ommon-wealth : And CroMwe tt while he 
continued in power, was indeed as a Nurfing Mother to them ; 
this might probably promote that republican fpirit, which is 
thought by fome to be the characteriftic of the colony : Add to 
this that under the old charter, the influence of the Crown 
was fcarcely difcernable. Mr. Hutchinfon, {peaking of the 
limited power of the provincial Governor at this time, who 
was elected by the people, obferves, «* That his fhare in 
“the adminiftration was little fuperior to that of any one 
«of the afliftants, he having in ordinary cafes but a fingle 
“© yote in common with the affiftants, and a cafting vote when 
the balance was even ; and that his official aéts were merely 
“€ minifteria', whercin nothing was left to his difcretion.” 
This may in fome meafure account for the perpetual ftruggles 
and bickerings with his Majefty’s Reprefentatives in this colony 
finder the’ new charter ; our anceftors drank deep of the repub- 
lican fpirit, which influenced every meafure of government in 
the infancy of this fettlement ; this fpirit has not yet evaporated 
in their fucceffors ; hence it happens, that every exercife of a 
conftitutional, monarchical power, which alerms by its novelty, 
produces a new fermentation in the democratical part of the g0- 
vernment.—The fhort protectoyate of Richard was never notice 
in the colony by any governmental aét,the precarious and fludctu- 
ating {tate of atiairs in Great-Britain, at this time, rendered it 
hazardous to acknowledge a power which promifed to be but of 
{hort continuance.--This cautious difpofition might probably be the 
occation of their neglect to proclaim King Céarfes J. until feveral 
months had elapted after his rettoration ; but after receiving con- 
firmation of the eftablifhment of the kingdom on its netural 
bajis, in a General Affembly on the December following 
they voted and tranfmited avery dutiful and loyal addrefs to 
the Ammg, and another to the two Houfes of Parhament, 
they eventually received a very gracious anfwer for which the 
authority appointed a day of publick thankfgiving. They were 
hot however without fome difagreeable apprehenfions ; they 
had not forgot the jeopardy in which their carter ftood at the 
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time his father’s troubles commenced ; fome wanton atts 
ef government fince that period could not ferve to acquit them 
of having exceeded, and fometimes violated that charter, which they 
profefied to look upon as the limits of their, power and the pa/- 
fadium of their liberties—during this general panick they ap- 
pointed a committee confifting of the moft refpectable inha- 
bitants to examine the ftate of their publick affairs, who were 
enjoined among fundry other particulars to encourage unity 
among the people in the due obfervance of obedience and fidelity to the 
authority of England: InAuguft 1661 they proclaimed Charles IT. 
in form, as King of Great-Britain and all other his Majefty’s ter 
ritortes and dominions thereunto belonging : Expreffly declaring, 
We do therefore as in duty bound, own and acknowledge him to be our 
fovereign Lord and King, &c.—It has been frequently obferved 
that the people of Great-Britain were mad with loyalty on the 
eceilion of Charles If. to the throne. Had the fame lutft of 
ower been the ruling principle with him, which fo impetuoufly 
actuated his fucceffor, England had now numbered herfelf among 
the defpotick monarchies.--Happy was it for Britain in a political 
view that exceflive indolenceand atemper of diflipation formed the 
moft capital traits in the character of thismerry Monarch: Butal- 
though we cannot but lament adifpofition in our brethren of Great 
Britain tofurrender every thing into the handsof their reftoredKing, 
we muft neverthelefs find fome difficulty to exculpate our anceffors 
who were fo imprudently dilatoryin expreffing their duty and loyal- 
ty to their true and rightful Sovereign ; to which neglect is proba- 
bly owing their being fo repeatedly harraffed with innovations, 
claims, and feverities of various kinds during this and the fuc- 
ceeding reign : It would certainly have been a mark of prudence 
to expreis as great an attachment to the perfon, and as much zeal 
for the happinefs of their long-fuftering and lately-reftored 
Monarch, as they had frequently done to an wfurper who had 
expelled him from his dominions, and hunted him as 
an exile from kingdom to kingdom, the very extraordinary, 
and I might add unjuft partiality of the Usurprr towards 
this colony notwithftanding. It is a maxim in politics, fays 
Mr. Hume, which we readily admit as undifputed and 
univerfal, “© That a power however great, when granted 
“by law to an eminent Magiftrate, is not fo dangerous 
‘to liberty as an authority however inconfiderable, which is ac- 
‘* quired by violence and ufurpation. For befides that the law 
“« always limits every power which it beitows ; the very receiv- 
‘* ing it as a conceflion eftablithes the authority whence it is de- 
‘‘ rived, and preierves the harmony of the conftitution. By the 
“fame right that one prerogative is affumed without law, ano- 
“ther allo may be claimed, and another, with {till greater faci- 
‘lity, while the firit uturpations both ferye as precedents to 
‘* the 
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“the following, and give force to maintain them.” Thus far 
Mr. Hume. It now remains to enquire, Whether during this pe- 
riod, the Maffachufetts government could be properly denomi- 
nated an independent flate ? At the commencement of the 
confufions in Great-Britain, the government being deprived of 
their charter by a judicial procefs, the conftitution of the colony 
was totally unhinged, and was liable to be entirely new 
moulded by the Englh Defpot : This certainly could not 
be called a ftate of independency; their remote fituation only, 
preferved them from taking part in the horrors of a civil war. 
When the nation was ruled by the Parliament, matters {till con- 
tinued unfettled, from the reftlefs temper, and infatiable ambition 
of Cromwell; yet for the purpofe of conciliating the favour of 
this confufed government, the colony thought proper to ad- 
drefs: At length Cromwe rr having effected his afpiring pur- 
pofe, they proceeded by a flattering fubmiffive addrefs to court 
the protection of this fortunate Traitor ; this dependence upon 
the uncontroulable will of a lawlefs Ufurper, was a ftate of the 
moft abfolute flavery poffible, for the reafons above afligned by 
Mr. Hume, Fortunately for the colony they had a fteady friend 
at Cromwell's court, who kept a vigilant eye on every thing that 
could affect the beloved fettlement. Cromwel/ might probably 
have imbibed a predilection for the country, which he had here- 
tofore chofen as an @/y/um for himfelf. The political and religious 
fentiments, and efpecially the folemn mode of exprefiion of our 
Jorecfathers was far from being abhorrent to Cromwell : Some of the 
original fettlers were perfonally his friends before his elevation, 
had been brethren in perfecution, and endeared to each other by 
their joint fufferings under pre/atical tyranny : Thefe at beft 
were but lucky contingexcies ; their influence was indeed fuffi- 
cient to {way the capricious Cromwe/]; but could a people jea- 
lous of their rights and privileges reft fatisfied with fuch fecurity : 
They were in fa@in a ftate of abje& flavery, their ruler was 
lawlefs, he had feized the government by one of the moft ca- 
pital ftrokes of ufurpation recorded in hiftory, and endeavoured 
to fupport his ill-acquired dignity by a daring violation of the 
fundamental laws of the realm, to wit, packing a Houfe ofCom- 
mons compoied of his own creatures not duly elected : Under 
fuch a ruler, by the favour of Heaven the colony flourifhed, but 
under fuch a ruéer, their liberties were preferved by the frail te- 
nure of a tyrants humour,and fo far from being independent, they 
were in a flate of the loweit vafialage. 


A Son oF LIBERTY, 


[ To be continued, ] . 














